
Hi my name is Cezanne Decristoforo 
I am grateful for the opportunity to speak tonight,
 I have 2 kids that attend Colton schools. One going into Kindergarden and 
One going into 6th grade. My older son has struggled in school since day 
one. Like me and my husband, he has Dyslexia. He struggles on a daily basis 
to “do school” like everyone else. By 2nd grade he was at a pre-k reading 
level. At this point I was done leaving it up to the school. They had failed him 
for 3 years and I wasn’t going to allow it to happen in anymore. Through my 
connections I found salvation with a dyslexia specialist. Chase and I started 
doing a Structured Literacy program, called Barton, and then I participated in 
an intensive reading course for special educators to learn the Orton 
Gillingham methodology. For the first time Chase started to read. However, 
since his style of learning is not supported in schools, he still struggles.  We 
have spent hours working on homework that the teachers think should have 
taken 20 mins. I know when he pulls out an assignment from his backpack 
after school.  What the rest of the night will be like.  Frustration, anxiety, 
tears and eventually full shut down at about 10 pm. I will write a note on the 
homework for his teacher that will say, Chase spent his whole afternoon and 
evening trying to complete the work. It’s not only at home where he will 
miss out on free time. He has been held in at recesses and deprived of class 
fun because the teachers use that free time in an attempt to catch him up on 
school work. If he is able to complete the work, he struggles with retention 
because the process has been so taxing on him that he is just glad it is over. 
He is more than capable of learning the information however his brain is just 
wired differently and the educators don’t seem understand how to present 
the information so that it works for him. I wanted to share our story to 
bring attention to the fact that he is not alone.
As you probably know, Autism affects one in 52 children which is 2% of the 
population.  And ADHD affects one in 20, which is 5% of the population. So, 
every school district in Oregon is affected by autism and ADHD.  What you 
might not know is the dyslexia affects 1 in 5 children, that is 20% of the 
students in your district. This means that in every classroom from 



kindergarten to twelfth grade sits a child, and probably 3 or 4, who have 
dyslexia – that’s a lot of kids. Dyslexia is real. In fact, congress also agreed 
that it was real when it included dyslexia as a qualifying condition under the 
Special Education eligibility category of Specific Learning Disability and this 
was in 1975. Since that time there has been a tremendous amount of 
evidence collected (point to books) about how dyslexia is manifested in the 
brain, how it manifests in the classroom, the genetic component of dyslexia, 
but more importantly, we know what works for students with dyslexia. 
Despite this mountain of research, that has been well documented and is 
available to anyone interested, it is not being used to help students. I have 
been in many IEP meetings where the team will tell me that dyslexia does 
not exist, or that it is a broad term (which it’s not. SLD is the broad term). 
My concern tonight is that these bright children are marginalized despite the 
vast amount of research. They are held back and asked to change, when the 
instruction is what needs to change. They are denied their potential due to 
schools continued lack of education in the area of dyslexia. This is a civil 
rights issue. When twenty percent of a school district struggles to read and 
spell because of dyslexia and the district refuses to respond with an 
appropriate intervention, they fail not only to provide FAPE ( Free and 
Appropriate Public Education) on a regular basis, but they violate the civil 
right to an appropriate education.
Tonight I beg you, please, have all teachers in the Colton school district 
trained in the Orton-Gillingham methodology and make dyslexia a priority in 
your professional development.  As you are urged to do in SB 1003, passed 
by the 2017 legislature, and was signed by Governor Kate Brown on June 22, 
2017. The bill carries forward the dyslexia-related training requirements from 
SB 612. But we should strive to go above and beyond the requirements in 
the bill. 
Balanced Literacy, which is what the Colton school’s program is, is an 
attempt to keep an archaic program known as Whole Word Literacy alive. 
We should be implementing “Structured Based Literacy”which is researched 



and evidence based reading instruction, and works for all students.  When 
only 40% of the students are reading at a proficient level, Many students 
aren’t receiving adequate instruction.  If all the teachers are trained in the 
OG method, it will insure that ANY structured literacy program that Colton 
decides to go with will have the best chance at being success.
I have brought with me a few articles, research and programs that I hope you 
will all read. So that you can see for yourself the expansive amount 
information that is available.  
Dyslexia translated means, difficulty with language. However, it is more than 
just a reading issue. Along with putting in place Structured Literacy we 
should keep in mind that dyslexia effects every subject that would be taught 
in school and effects every day life.
•  Dyslexia can cause poor self-esteem, they hide or covers up weaknesses 

with ingenious compensatory strategies. They can be easily frustrated and 
emotional about school reading or testing. 

• Dyslexics have difficulty putting thoughts into words; speaks in halting 
phrases; leaves sentences incomplete; stutters under stress; mispronounces 
long words, or transposes phrases, words, and syllables when speaking. 

• They have extended hearing; they hears things not said or apparent to 
others and they are easily distracted by sounds.

• They have difficulty telling time, managing time, learning sequenced 
information or tasks, or being on time.

• They can have excellent long-term memory for experiences, locations, and 
faces. But poor memory for sequences, facts and information that has not 
been experienced.

• They think primarily with images and feeling, not sounds or words
• They are extremely disorderly or compulsively orderly. They have a strong 

sense of justice; emotionally sensitive and they strives for perfection.
• Mistakes and symptoms increase dramatically with confusion, time 

pressure, emotional stress, or poor health.



Imagine being a smart kid sitting in class day after day, failing day after day, 
despite knowing you were smart. Imagine being told to ‘work harder,’ ‘focus,’ 
or too ‘try harder.’ Imagine that you know you have, dyslexia, yet, you are 
told it doesn’t exist. Every day you are told to be more motivated. A student 
who fails day after day and continues to try is not lacking motivation. Imagine 
being the parents and advocates of these children with the current and 
research-based information about dyslexia and being told the school will not 
help. Imagine sitting in IEP after IEP and listening to educators continue to 
spread myths and misconceptions that have long since been debunked. 
Is that not a civil rights issue? 
These kids are being told to sit in the back of the bus, while those who do 
not have dyslexia are treated to the education they deserve.
Dyslexia is real and we owe it to these to kids to allow them to reach their 
potential.
I will leave you with these last two thoughts. The first is from the preeminent 
researcher in dyslexia, Dr. Sally Shaywitz, who states, “We do not have a 
knowledge gap, we have an action gap.”
Lastly, I would like to assure you that if the schools fought as hard for those 
with dyslexia, as they do against it, you would have a completely different and 
substantially less impacted special education system.


