
The problem with schools not identifying Dyslexia


Good evening! I want to start by saying again 1 in 5 students in this school district has 

Dyslexia. Tonight I want to talk about the problems of not identifying it.


How does a child get diagnosed with dyslexia? The school won’t do it because they consider it 

a medical diagnoses, the pediatrician won’t do it because they say it’s a learning issue. It has 

to be done by a neuropsychologist for educational reasons. This testing takes 3 to 8 hour and 

can cost anywhere from $500 to $2500 depending on where it is conducted geographically, 

type of professional who administers the assessment, and the assessment's 

comprehensiveness. Also it can take up to 6 months or more to get an appointment. Insurance 

does not cover these assessments. Now that we are on the same page, identifying and 

diagnosing are two different things. Considering the cost and length of testing to get formally 

diagnosed, most parents will never be able to do it. It is up to the school to identify a child as 

possibly dyslexia and offer a program that fits their needs. But how does a school do that if 

they are unwilling to say Dyslexia? This has been my issue with the school system for the past 

6 years. Everyone pointing fingers as the child slips through the cracks, every year they get 

older and further and further behind. 


Did you know that, Dyslexia can be often identified in a writing sample? It’s not as complicated 

as most people think it is. Here are some of the identifying components of Dyslexia.


Dyslexia can cause poor self-esteem, they hide or covers up weaknesses with ingenious 

compensatory strategies. They can be easily frustrated and emotional about school reading or 

testing. Dyslexics have difficulty putting thoughts into words; they speak in halting phrases; 

they leave sentences incomplete. They can stutter under stress, mispronounces long words, 

and will transpose phrases, words, and syllables when speaking. They have extended hearing; 

they hear things not said or apparent to others and they are easily distracted by sounds.They 

have difficulty telling time, managing time, learning sequenced information or tasks and being 

on time.




They can have excellent long-term memory for experiences, locations, and faces. But poor 

memory for sequences, facts and information that has not been experienced. They think 

primarily with images and feeling, not sounds or words. They are extremely disorderly or 

compulsively orderly. They have a strong sense of justice; emotionally sensitive and they strive 

for perfection. Mistakes and symptoms increase dramatically with confusion, time pressure, 

emotional stress, and poor health.


I want to stress that by not identifying these students, you are depriving them of the 

opportunity of learning that their pattern of challenges and strengths is part of a well-

recognized pattern and part of an ultimately positive future. You are depriving students from 

the knowledge and use of appropriate supports and strategies that can help them negotiate 

the worlds of education and workplace, and finally. You are depriving them of a community of 

like-minded creative and talented individuals who have lived some of what they have gone 

through themselves and who seek to support them in what they aspire to. 





