
As you probably know, Autism affects one in 52 children which is 2% of the 
population.  And ADHD affects one in 20, which is 5% of the population. So, 
every school district in Oregon is affected by autism and ADHD.  What you 
might not know is the dyslexia affects 1 in 5 children, that is 20% of the 
students in your district. This means that in every classroom from 
kindergarten to twelfth grade sits 3 or 4 kids that have Dyslexia.
My concern tonight is that these bright children are marginalized despite the 
vast amount of research. They are held back and asked to change, when the 
instruction is what needs to change. They are denied their potential due to 
schools continued lack of education in the area of dyslexia. This is a civil 
rights issue. When twenty percent of a school district struggles to read and 
spell because of dyslexia and the district refuses to respond with an 
appropriate intervention, they fail not only to provide FAPE ( Free and 
Appropriate Public Education) on a regular basis, but they violate the civil 
right to an appropriate education.
Tonight I beg you, please, make dyslexia a priority in your professional 
development for all teachers in the district. We should strive to go above and 
beyond the requirements of SB 1003, the bill that carries forward the 
dyslexia-related training requirements from SB 612. Dyslexia translated 
means, difficulty with language. However, it is more than just a reading issue, 
we should keep in mind that dyslexia effects all subjects in every grade and 
effects daily life. (I have a handout that can explain those effects) Educating 
teachers in Dyslexia will help them have a deeper understanding of how to 
teach someone with dyslexia in their classroom.  
In addition to teaching teachers how to identify issues, and provide 
accommodations, we should be implementing “Structured Based 
Literacy”which is researched and evidence based reading instruction, and 
works for all students. The Colton school’s program is Balanced Literacy and 
its attempt to keep an archaic program known as Whole Word Literacy alive. 
All the elementary teachers need to be trained in the OG method. That 
would insure that ANY structured literacy program that Colton decides to 



go with, would be taught with fidelity and will have the best chance at being 
successful. 
Imagine being a smart kid sitting in class day after day, failing day after day, 
despite knowing you were smart. Imagine being told to ‘work harder,’ ‘focus,’ 
or too ‘try harder.’ Imagine that you know you have, dyslexia, yet, you are 
told it doesn’t exist. Every day you are told to be more motivated. A student 
who fails day after day and continues to try is not lacking motivation. Imagine 
being the parents and advocates of these children with the current and 
research-based information about dyslexia and being told the school will not 
help. Imagine sitting in IEP after IEP and listening to educators continue to 
spread myths and misconceptions that have long since been debunked. 
Is that not a civil rights issue? 
These kids are being told to sit in the back of the bus, while those who do 
not have dyslexia are treated to the education they deserve.
Dyslexia is real and we owe it to these kids to allow them to reach their 
potential.
I will leave you with these last two thoughts. The first is from the preeminent 
researcher in dyslexia, Dr. Sally Shaywitz, who states, “We do not have a 
knowledge gap, we have an action gap.”
Lastly, I would like to assure you that if the schools fought as hard for those 
with dyslexia, as they do against it, you would have a completely different and 
substantially less impacted special education system.


